1. Priority areas for cancer research
a. Origin and transformation of a normal cell to cancerous tissues.
I. Cancer stem cells

II. Mutations

III. Chromosomal abnormalities

b. Mechanism and regulation of development of various cancers.

I.  Non-coding RNAs in cancer

II. Micro RNA and cancer

III. Epigenetics

IV. Identification of new tumor suppressor genes and proto-oncogenes.
c. Delineating differential molecular cross talk in cancer stem cells with respect to normal tissues and stem cells connecting mutations and chromosomal rearrangements.

d. Cancer prevention and therapeutics.

I. Improvement of drug delivery methods

II. Molecular level elucidation of mechanism of anti-cancer properties of novel molecules derived from natural sources.
e. Focus on oral cancer

f. Demographic survey and analysis of gene pool for identification of cancer predisposition genes.  
2. Suggestions to make task force more effective
a. Minimum of two meetings per year to fund the projects.

b. Make the reviewing time for projects more defined and strict.

c. Generous funding for good projects.
d. Sanctioned project should get a minimum of 8 – 10 lakhs consumables per year. This is essential for execution of any good project.

e. Ensure there is no administrative delay in release of the sanctioned grant, in the first year.

f. Timely release of funds for 2nd and 3rd year.

g. Stringent evaluation of progress of the funded projects. Sanction of subsequent projects should be based on publications from the same project and PI’s performance in last 5 years. Quality of publications needs to be assessed.
h. Advertise every year a theme area for support of the projects.

3. Designing modes for creation of Institutional/ Infrastructure/ Fellowships/ Training programs to be created for increasing the effectiveness of Cancer Research
a. Initiate tie up between cancer hospitals and research Institutions throughout the country. Projects can be initiated/ implemented where in a co-PI can be from a hospital (physicians/clinicians) and a portion of the budget can be allocated to them. This is to ensure more fruitful and effective collaboration between basic researchers and clinicians. 
b. Senior research fellowship and research associate fellowship for encouraging research in the field of cancer. 
c. Encourage and support any effort to initiate MD/PhD program in Cancer Biology in India.
d. Support for training programs/ workshops/ annual workshops to educate fundamentals of cancer research for college teachers and other cancer researchers from small institutes.
e. Summer training fellowships for BSc/MSc students for working in areas of cancer research.

f. Allocations of funds to colleges and universities at the graduate level to organize workshops or training programs to create awareness of Cancer research among students.
g. Efforts to build a database on incidence of  different cancers in India.

h. To initiate development of a repository for clinical tumor samples for easy access of tissue samples for basic research.

4. Relationship and mechanism with International Cancer funding agencies: possibility for exploring joint funding programs
a. Explore joint funding opportunities with AICR (Association of International Cancer Research), AACR (American Association of Cancer Research) or Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation for funding research programs in India as potential collaborative ventures. 

5. To achieve the balance between PI driven and generated program grants/monitoring of the same
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6. Additional suggestions

I. Encouragement of young investigators from both universities and institutions to help establishing their laboratories
a) Encouraging young PI’s is very critical. The project application from young PI with good publication record should be considered favorably.

b) Special emphasis should be given to projects coming from young PI’s in universities in order to encourage them establish their labs. Good amount of funds should be allocated. Suggestions and comments should be given for projects from universities to improve their overall quality, if required can be asked to resubmit with modifications. 
c) Every good project should be funded. The budget of such projects should be in the range of 50 lakh or more and it should be a 3 year program.

d) A minimum of 10 lakh consumables per year should be given.

e) Progress of the young investigator should be evaluated by 2 years.

f) For young PI’s performing well (evaluation through publications resulting from the project and presentations) with significant progress should be supported for another 2 years. This will help in establishing the young PI in their respective lab and provide support.

II. Special awards to young investigators under 40 years who have performed outstandingly in cancer biology research. 

